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ORPHIR and STENNESS CHURCH 

Transcript of Service Sunday 4th July 2021; Proper 9B 
(Covid Restrictions) 

ed. 04.07.21 
 

Introduction and Prayer 
Good morning.  I really am delighted to be back here in the Kirk, and to see you all again.  
Sincere thanks to Kathryn for setting up the Zoom services, and to the readers and the choir, 

and everybody who helped, and of course to Kathryn for taking over when I had computer 
problems.  I hope it wasn’t God intervening to tell me he was fed up listening to me! 

 
We have come here today to worship God: to thank him for his support through these past 
months.  We have all had difficulties of one kind or another during the Pandemic, and it’s not 

over yet, but our problems are as nothing compared with people elsewhere, and especially in 
India and Africa and many other places, so we come here to think and pray about them. 

 
Today we will be reading about how Jesus got on when he went back to his home village. 
 

First, let’s take a moment of quietness and, for this short time, let go of all our cares and 
worries, and know the presence of God among us. 

 
Pause 
 

We come before God just as we are, with our own needs, our own problems, 
seeking his strength, and knowing that, with God, all things are possible.  Amen. 

 
Let us worship God: 
 

Hymn 112 God whose almighty word 
 

Opening Prayer and Lord’s Prayer 
For the first time for 15 months and more we gather in this familiar place to worship God.  
We bring humble and heart-felt thanks for his protection and guidance throughout that time. 

Loving God, 
above and beyond all things, 

you are God, the Almighty, whose Word is life itself. 
As you have travelled with us through these past months, 
we pray that you will continue to be to us the light we follow; 

be the truth we affirm, and the life we live by; be the strength we need. 
 

You are the God who comes among us, 
the Word made flesh in the person of Jesus Christ, 

who taught and healed and tended to the least and the lost. 
You are the God, ever with us, who reaches out to us in the Spirit, 
welcoming us into your presence and making us holy. 

In our worship, may you meet us here –in this place, in this moment, 
that we may share in your love and grow in your service. 

 
Gracious God,  
the light of your love shines into our hearts and minds, 

leaving no dark corners, no shadows to hide us. 
We know that, as we have sought to walk the narrow road, too often we have stumbled. 

Trusting in your forgiving and renewing love in Christ Jesus, 
we ask that you will set us on our feet, 
take from us the burdens of our wrongs, 

and empower us to live in his example. 
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An eternity of prayers could not list the ways in which you bless us. 

Your guiding hand gives us direction, you provide the sustenance that keeps us going, 
and we offer thanks. 

Above all we give thanks for the love of Jesus Christ, our friend and saviour, 
our living bread of eternal life, who loves us, who feeds us, 

offers us reassurance, brings us hope, and in whose words we pray together, saying: 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name.  Thy kingdom come. 

Thy will be done on earth, as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread.  

And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors.  
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, 

and the glory, for ever.  Amen. 
 

Readings: Willie is going to read for us: 
1st Reading: 2 Corinthians 12: 2-10; NRSV: Paul writes: 
I know a person in Christ who fourteen years ago was caught up to the third heaven—

whether in the body or out of the body I do not know; God knows.  And I know that such a 
person—whether in the body or out of the body I do not know; God knows— was caught up 

into Paradise and heard things that are not to be told, that no mortal is permitted to repeat. 
On behalf of such a one I will boast, but on my own behalf I will not boast, except of my 
weaknesses.  But if I wish to boast, I will not be a fool, for I will be speaking the truth.  But I 

refrain from it, so that no one may think better of me than what is seen in me or heard from 
me, even considering the exceptional character of the revelations.  Therefore, to keep me 

from being too elated, a thorn was given to me in the flesh, a messenger of Satan to torment 
me, to keep me from being too elated.  Three times I appealed to the Lord about this, that it 
would leave me, but he said to me, ‘My grace is sufficient for you, for power is made perfect 

in weakness.’  So, I will boast all the more gladly of my weaknesses, so that the power of 
Christ may dwell in me.  Therefore I am content with weaknesses, insults, hardships, 

persecutions, and calamities for the sake of Christ; for whenever I am weak, then I am 
strong. 
 

Hymn My Jesus, My Saviour 
 

2nd Reading: Mark 6: 1-13, NRSV: 
The Rejection of Jesus at Nazareth 
He left that place and came to his home town, and his disciples followed him.  On the sabbath 

he began to teach in the synagogue, and many who heard him were astounded.  They said, 
‘Where did this man get all this?  What is this wisdom that has been given to him?  What 

deeds of power are being done by his hands!  Is not this the carpenter, the son of Mary and 
brother of James and Joses and Judas and Simon, and are not his sisters here with us?’  And 

they took offence at him.  Then Jesus said to them, ‘Prophets are not without honour, except 
in their home town, and among their own kin, and in their own house.’  And he could do no 
deed of power there, except that he laid his hands on a few sick people and cured them.  And 

he was amazed at their unbelief. 
The Mission of the Twelve 

Then he went about among the villages teaching.  He called the twelve and began to send 
them out two by two, and gave them authority over the unclean spirits.  He ordered them to 
take nothing for their journey except a staff; no bread, no bag, no money in their belts; but 

to wear sandals and not to put on two tunics.  He said to them, ‘Wherever you enter a house, 
stay there until you leave the place.  If any place will not welcome you and they refuse to 

hear you, as you leave, shake off the dust that is on your feet as a testimony against them.’ 
So they went out and proclaimed that all should repent.  They cast out many demons, and 
anointed with oil many who were sick and cured them. 

Amen.  Thanks be to God. 
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Message: 

 
“Who does he think he is?  I kent his faither.” 

We have all heard it.  Maybe we’ve said it. 
“Familiarity breeds contempt”.  The familiarity that watches a child grow up through all the 

ordinary everyday things, the mischief, the embarrassing things, the mistakes, the times he 
got into trouble, the not-so-nice things.  Now Mark shows us the local lad made good 
syndrome. 

 
It is an unfortunate tendency of human nature to look suspiciously on someone we know well, 

have seen grow up, and who goes away, then comes back, changed in some way: educated; 
maybe speaking differently; prosperous.  “Who does he think he is?  I knew his father.” 
Maybe it has to do with envy –wishing we could have done that.  Or suspicion: she was never 

much good at school – how did she manage to become a doctor – lawyer – whatever.  Never 
anything special.  Just an ordinary lass - I kent her faither. 

 
It takes a while to gain people’s respect and confidence.  This is what happens when Jesus 
returns to Nazareth.  It sounds a bit depressing.  His teaching and his extraordinary deeds 

have astonished folk in other places, but old friends and neighbours are not impressed.  He’s 
only the carpenter: Mary’s boy.  No big deal.  How could someone from an ordinary 

background, with an ordinary job, amount to anything?  We still quote Mark’s words today: 
“A prophet is honoured everywhere except in his home town and with his own people and in 
his own home.”  (NCV) 

It must have been disappointing for Jesus.  What about the people of Nazareth?  Can we see 
it from their point of view?  Jesus has been away for a long time.  During that time, life in 

Nazareth has gone on as before.  Now Jesus is back, with disturbing ideas and a disturbing 
message that challenges them to make a radical change in their beliefs.   
 

This is a story we all know, a story we recognise, and I have spoken to you about it before.  
It’s a very human story.  It shows the humanity of Jesus, and it shows us a lot about human 

nature.  Apart from the direct messages, it seems to me very relevant to our present 
situation, to the Church here in Orphir/Stenness and throughout Orkney.  It’s about change, 
about new ideas, and the human tendency to be suspicious or uncertain.  It’s about 

reluctance to depart from the ‘the way it’s aye been’. 
 

The last service in this building was in the middle of March last year.  We are very thankful 
that we are back in these familiar surroundings, maybe irritated by the restrictions, but still 
nervous about the progress of the Covid pandemic.  During these past 15 months or so we 

have had to find different ways of worshipping and of keeping in contact with one another. 
Thanks to all the people involved in putting the Zoom Services together, and to all who joined 

via the computer link, it has been successful, and refreshing. 
It has been a worrying time, an exciting time, a revealing time, a time of change. 

 
When eventually we get back to ‘normal’, we don’t yet know what the new ‘normal’ will be, 
but there will be changes.  Throughout the country there is a serious shortage of ordained 

ministers.  Currently there are about 60-70 vacant charges throughout Scotland, and it will 
get much worse over the next few years because more than half of the ministers, including 

some in Orkney, are due to retire soon. 
 
Orkney Presbytery is currently exploring how best to use the ministers we have, or are likely 

to have, and the Presbytery itself will be linked with Aberdeen and Shetland.  There are going 
to be big changes, and no doubt there will be both advantages and disadvantages.   

 
Many theologians have said that the Christian Church must change or die. 
Our congregations have been dwindling over the years. 



4 

 

Maybe the attraction of all the other things we can do on a Sunday are partly to blame, but 

there’s a lot more to it than that.  A while back, somebody produced figures suggesting that 
by 2033 the Church of Scotland will have no members at all.  Yet in other parts of the world 

the church is thriving and expanding.   
 

As we return to ‘normal’ we need to have a positive attitude and an open mind, a readiness 
to consider new ideas, and to adapt to the changes.  We are exploring options for this 
building.  We have a lively congregation with people active in the kirk and in the community 

as well – the Thursday morning café is very successful, with scope for expansion, and the 
Post Office uses the Kirk.  But here, as everywhere else, the ‘do-ers’ are getting older, and 

we are not seeing younger folk coming in to replace them.  All of us have a part to play.  We 
need the wisdom and experience of the older folk, but also the energy and enthusiasm of the 
younger folk. 

 
At present the Covid restrictions limit the number of people we can have in the kirk, but we 

mustn’t make that an excuse for not trying to maintain and increase the size of our 
congregation. 
 

Maybe that means finding ways to show people ‘oot there’ – especially our young folk - that 
the church has something important and worthwhile to offer them.  I have the privilege of 

going into Orphir School and Stenness School on a regular basis.  I get to speak to all the 
children – and what great children they are.  I get complete attention, and a lot of response if 
I ask a question.  These are our future. 

 
Maybe we need to make a personal approach to people who used to come, used to take part, 

but, for whatever reason, no longer do, and invite them to come back. 
 
In the second part of our Gospel reading, we see Jesus giving his disciples the power and the 

authority to go out and carry on his mission.  Jesus commissions them to this work. 
Not only does he give them their instructions: he gives them the power to do the same 

mighty works that he has done.  By his decision, not their decision, they become the 
extension of his ministry. 
 

At the end of Matthew’s Gospel we find what we call The Great Commission – Jesus said: 
Go and make followers of all people in the world. … Teach them to obey everything that I 

have taught you, and I will be with you always, even until the end of this age.  (NCV) 
 
Think what this means. 

We think of the Church as a voluntary organisation.  But it started from what somebody 
called “a community constituted by the call and the commission of Christ”. 

That’s quite a mouthful: “a community constituted by the call and the commission of Christ”.  
It is because the church is called by Jesus, and commissioned by Jesus himself, that it is 

empowered to carry out his command to preach and heal and serve in his name.  We are the 
community constituted by the call and the commission of Christ in this place.  The call of 
Jesus and the instructions of Jesus come down through the generations to us.  We are the 

voice and the hands of Jesus Christ in this place. 
 

We have inherited a wonderful legacy, and also a responsibility, a responsibility that may 
seem a bit daunting: a big job.  A responsibility that we can choose to ignore or neglect, or to 
take up with renewed enthusiasm. 

 
If we don’t feel up to the job, or when we face the same rejection as Jesus did, think of Paul’s 

reminder of God’s words: 
"My grace is all you need, for my power is greatest when you are weak." 
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We stand at a challenging and exciting time in the life of the Church here in Orphir and 

Stenness, and in Orkney, and in the world.  We are called to carry on the work of Jesus.  Let 
us take up the challenge.  Let us step forward in faith. 

Amen.  Soli Deo Gloria. 
Hymn 518 Lift up your hearts! 

 
Prayer for Others: Let us pray: 
 

As we remember all those months of the Covid Pandemic, 
as we remember that it is by no means over; 

as we give thanks for God’s care and protection, 
we remember that we are so much more fortunate than thousands of other people. 
 

We bring to God our prayers for the world in which we live, 
especially at this time for all those affected in any way by Covid 19 and its variants. 

We pray for people everywhere who are ill, especially where health services are struggling to 
cope in the face of shortages of medicines, vaccines, and staff. 
 

We pray for medical staff of all kinds and in all places. 
We pray for people who wait and worry; 

for people grieving for loved ones; 
for people who have lost jobs, businesses, sources of income. 
 

We pray for the many people for whom Covid comes on top of other serious problems: 
storm or earthquake or flood; 

for people who live in fear and unrest in places torn by war and violence; 
victims of injustice and tyranny, terrorism and atrocity, 
victims of perverted ideology and fanaticism. 

May God bring justice, bring peace. 
Lord, graciously hear us. 

We pray for the Church in the world, in these Islands, and in this place, 
striving to proclaim God’s gospel of hope 
in the face of changing circumstances and reduced resources. 

May we build on the love and the faith and the example of those who have gone before us. 
 

May God refresh us and strengthen us to meet the challenges of a changing church in a 
changing world. 
In the faith of Christ may we respond anew to his call to be his voice and his hands in this 

place; 
to step forward in hope, and in readiness to embrace new ideas and to look to new horizons, 

in his strength, and to his glory. 
Lord, graciously hear us. 

 
In the peace of this familiar place, we bring to God our own personal prayers for the people 
and the concerns that we carry in our hearts today. 

 
Pause 

 
Lord, graciously hear us. 
In the name of Jesus Christ our Lord we pray.  Amen. 

 
Hymn 676 Shout for Joy 

 
Sending Out and Blessing: 
Now may you stay safe in the way of Christ: 

may God’s love surround you, 
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God’s Spirit guide you,  

God’s whisper cheer you,  
God’s peace calm you,  

God’s shield protect you, 
God’s wisdom arm you, 

wherever God may lead you. 
Stay safe in the way of Christ, 
and the blessing of God almighty,  

the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit,  
be with you, and remain with you,  

now and always. Amen. 


